We analyze the matrix element of the electroweak current between qq vector meson states in the framework of a covariant extension of the light-front formalism. The light-front matrix element of a one-body current is naturally associated with zero modes, which affect some of the form factors that are necessary to represent the Lorentz structure of the light-front integral. The angular condition contains some information on zero modes, i.e., only if the effect of zero modes is accounted for correctly, is it satisfied. With plausible assumptions we derive from the angular condition several consistency conditions which can be used quite generally to determine the zero mode contribution of form factors. The correctness of this method is tested by the phenomenological success of the derived form factors. We compare the predictions of our formalism with those of the standard light-front approach and with available data. As examples we discuss the magnetic moment of the ρ, the coupling constant g D * Dπ , and the coupling constants of the pseudoscalar density, g π and g K , which provide a phenomenological link between constituent and current quark masses.
Introduction
The light-front formalism [1] has been used extensively in particle and nuclear physics. It provides a conceptually simple, phenomenological framework for the determination of the form factors of a relativistic composite system. For practical applications matrix elements of the current operator, which is approximated by a one-body current, are taken between states with the same number of constituents; these are, e.g., the confined constituent quark and antiquark meson states, the three-quark baryon states or the bound two-nucleon deuteron state. In general this approach does not permit an unambiguous determination of the physical form factors, for it is well known [2, 3, 4] that the light-front calculation of the matrix element of a one-body current generates a 4-vector structure that is in general not covariant, since it contains a spurious dependence on the orientation of the lightfront. The light-front is defined in terms of the lightlike 4-vector ω by the invariant equation ω · x = 0. The special case ω = (ω 0 , ω 1 , ω 2 , ω 3 ) = (1, 0, 0, −1) corresponds to the light-front or null-plane ω · x = x + = x 0 + x 3 = 0.
The 4-momenta of the initial and final states are therefore not enough to construct the Lorentz decomposition of the approximate matrix element, the unphysical 4-vector ω is required too. This construction does not only lead to additional, unphysical form factors, but generates also a spurious dependence on ω of some of the form factors. This problem is closely associated with the violation of rotational invariance in the computation of the matrix element of a one-body current [5, 6] .
However, full Lorentz covariance could be restored even at this level of approximation if it would be possible to include the effect of the associated zero modes [7] . In Ref. [8] we have investigated the relationship between a simple (but unrealistic) covariant model formesons and its light-front representation in 1-loop order. In a frame where the momentum transfer q + = q 0 + q 3 = 0, the model permits the calculation of the δ(x) contributions, where p ′+ 1 = xP ′+ is the plus component of the constituent quark momentum and P ′+ is the plus component the momentum of the initial meson state. The δ(x) or zero mode terms are naturally associated with the light-front matrix element of a one-body current and restore full covariance. They minimally account for neglected interaction effects which is obvious from the work in Refs. [9, 10, 11] where the zero mode contributions proportional to δ(x) have been interpreted as residues of virtual pair creation processes in the limit q + = 0. While these model calculations [8, 9, 10, 11] have been used to investigate the role of zero modes in a light-front approach, they did not provide a practical method for a realistic phenomenology. It is the purpose of the present work to develop a method that permits the calculation of the contribution of the zero modes associated with the matrix element of a one-body current and, consequently, a consistent determination of the physical form factors.
Note that the standard light-front (SLF) formalism uses only the matrix elements of the plus component of the one-body current and requires all constituents to be on their respective mass shells. These rules ignore the effect of zero modes and the covariance of the matrix element is lost. Nevertheless, the zero mode contributions can be avoided for transitions that involve only pseudoscalar mesons if the hadronic form factors are calculated from the plus components of the respective currents, but this is no longer true for composite spin-1 systems. An impressive example is provided by three different light-front calculations of the elastic electromagnetic form factors of the deuteron in Refs. [12, 13, 14] . The starting point in each case is the plus component of the matrix element of the one-body electromagnetic current, nevertheless the final results are different. Such an outcome is possible since the number of independent helicity amplitudes is larger than the number of physical form factors. However, the requirement of covariance imposes a nontrivial dynamic constraint on the helicity amplitudes which is known as the angular condition [12, 13] . If the angular condition is fulfilled different prescriptions for the calculation of the form factors lead to the same result. The standard light-front approach in general violates the angular condition and thus signals again that it is not covariant.
An interesting analysis of the spin-1 system has recently been published by Bakker, Choi and Ji [15, 16] . In Ref. [15] the frame dependence of the angular condition is investigated. In Ref. [16] spin-1 form factors are analyzed with respect to different prescriptions, different choices of polarization vectors and reference frames. In [16] a covariant model is used, which (as far as the triangle diagram is concerned) is similar to ours [8] , to guide the corresponding light-front calculation. A particular prescription is found to derive the physical form factors, that is not affected by zero mode contributions and coincides exactly with the result of the covariant model calculation.
The derivation [16] of this outcome is model dependent and we shall show in the present paper that it is of general validity only for the simple qq-vector meson vertex chosen in Ref. [16] , but if the electromagnetic form factors of a vector meson, F 1 (q 2 ), F 2 (q 2 ) and F 3 (q 2 ), are calculated with the standard light-front qq-vector meson vertex, the magnetic dipole form factor F 2 (q 2 ) requires zero mode contributions. Our analysis is based on the formalism which we have developed in Ref. [8] . At first we shall investigate electroweak transitions betweenmesons of spin 1. The angular condition is shown to lead to several constraints on those parts of the matrix element of the one-body current that depend on ω, and which must be completed by an appropriate account of zero modes. In this manner spurious contributions to form factors can be eliminated completely. The angular condition is of crucial importance for our analysis: it not only checks the covariance of a procedure, but it contains information on the effect of zero modes of which we shall take full advantage. This method permits a consistent light-front calculation of the transition form factors of vector mesons in the 1-loop approximation.
There is an alternative and quite different scheme to deal with the problem of the violation of covariance of the SLF formalism, which has been reviewed in Ref. [2] (we shall refer to it by the label CDKM). In order to treat the complete Lorentz structure of a hadronic matrix element the authors of Ref. [2] have developed a method to identify and separate spurious contributions and to determine the physical, i.e. ω-independent contributions to the hadronic form factors and coupling constants. We shall compare the results of our work with those of the CDKM approach.
In [8] we have found that in the determination of form factors one has to deal with two classes. There is one class of form factors like the charge form factor of a pseudoscalar meson, V (q 2 ) and A 2 (q 2 ) for transitions between vector and pseudoscalar mesons, and the pseudoscalar coupling constant f P that are free of zero mode contributions. These form factors are predicted unambiguously in 1-loop order by the standard light-front approach, and every covariant extension of the SLF formalism (like the approach of this work or that of CKM) must reproduce these results. Another class of form factors like F 2 (q 2 ), A 1 (q 2 ) and the vector coupling constant f V are associated with zero modes. For their reliable prediction in 1-loop order the corresponding zero mode contribution must be known. It is somewhat surprising that the angular condition, which has been established for transitions between vector mesons, can be used not only to determine the zero mode contributions to the magnetic form factor of a vector meson F 2 (q 2 ), but also those to f V and A 1 (q 2 ). The form factors that we shall determine in such a manner are different from those obtained in the SLF or CDKM schemes, both of which ignore zero mode contributions.
In Sec.II we present a brief summary of the basic formalism for the treatment of the transition form factors for spin-1 mesons. We discuss the angular condition, and with plausible assumptions we derive from it several consistency conditions which can be used quite generally to determine effective zero mode contributions. The formal machinery required for the Lorentz decomposition of the light-front matrix element has been collected in the Appendices A and B. In Sec.III we use this method to calculate the zero mode contributions associated with f V and A 1 (q 2 ), and derive the formulas for these quantities in our formalism, and also in the SLF and CDKM schemes. In Sec.IV we take the magnetic moment of the rho meson and the coupling constants g V P π as examples to compare quantitative predictions of our approach with those of the SLF and CDKM schemes. We also briefly discuss the coupling constant of the pseudoscalar density, g P , whose zero mode contribution can be determined by our method, and which provides a phenomenological link between constituent and current quark masses. We conclude this work in Sec.V with a summary of our analysis.
Transition form factors for spin-1 mesons 2.1 Angular condition for electroweak transitions
We shall generalize the procedure of [16] for the matrix element of an electroweak current V µ =q ′′ γ µ q ′ between initial and finalvector meson states of 4-momentum, mass and helicity (P ′ , M ′ , h ′ ) and (P ′′ , M ′′ , h ′′ ), respectively. Its most general form is represented in terms of appropriate transition form factors as
where P = P ′ + P ′′ and q = P ′ − P ′′ . For the special case of an electromagnetic transition F 4 (q 2 ) = W i (q 2 ) = 0 for i = 1, 2. We shall always impose the condition q + = 0, which means that the form factors are known only for spacelike momentum transfer q 2 = −q 2 ⊥ ≤ 0. In Ref. [17] we have proposed to rewrite a form factor as an explicit function of q 2 and analytically continue from timelike to spacelike momentum transfer, and verified this procedure in a covariant model calculation in Ref. [8] .
The 4-momentum P ′ of a meson of mass M ′ in terms of light-front components is P ′ = (P ′− , P ′+ , P ′ ⊥ ), where P ′± = P ′0 ± P ′3 and P ′2 = P ′+ P ′− − P ′2 ⊥ = M ′2 . The scalar product of two 4-vectors A and B is given by
We use a reference frame, where q ⊥ = (q 1 , q 2 ) = (Q, 0), P ′ ⊥ = 0 and P ′′ ⊥ = −q ⊥ . The light-front polarization vector depends upon the momentum of the vector meson. For example, ε h ′ ≡ ε(P ′ , h ′ ) = (ε − , ε + , ε ⊥ ) is given by
and an analoguos expression holds for ε * h ′′ . In this subsection we shall work only with the plus component of the current, and the corresponding matrix element is defined by G + h ′′ h ′ = ω·G h ′′ h ′ . Since ω·q = q + = 0, there are five independent helicity amplitudes which are related to the four form factors, which can be determined in this manner, as
4)
G + +− = M ′ Q 2 F 3 2M ′ M ′′ ,(2.
5)
(2.8)
These equations can be solved uniquely for the four form factors only if the helicity amplitudes obey the angular condition
where Q 2 = −q 2 . For q · P = M ′2 − M ′′2 = 0 and G + 0+ = −G + +0 , Eq.(2.9) turns into the usual angular condition [12, 16] for electromagnetic transitions.
Light-front matrix elements of the electroweak current
We shall use the same notation as in Ref. [8] . Themeson of mass M ′ and 4-momentum P ′ is composed of off-shell constituent quarks with masses m ′ 1 , m 2 and 4-momenta p ′ 1 , p 2 , respectively, with p ′ 1 + p 2 = P ′ . The appropriate variables for the internal motion of the constituents, (x, p ′ ⊥ ), are defined by
and the kinematic invariant mass is
The matrix element (2.1) is given in the 1-loop approximation, corresponding to the diagram of Fig.1a , as a light-front integral, which we shall denote byĜ µ h ′′ h ′ . For the transition between an initial vector meson with internal variables and masses of its constituent quarks (x, p ′ ⊥ , m ′ 1 , m 2 ) and a final vector meson with the corresponding quantities (x, p ′′ ⊥ , m ′′ 1 , m 2 ) the momentum integralĜ µ h ′′ h ′ is given by [8] Eq.(2.10) is computed at the pole of the spectator quark and we shall usep ′ 1 ,p ′′ 1 andp 2 to denote the restricted 4-vectorŝ
where m 2 2⊥ = p 2 2⊥ + m 2 2 . We shall use also the abbreviations m ′2
In the numerator of the integrand of Eq.(2.10) we have kept the unrestricted constituent momenta for reasons that will be explained below. It follows from eq. (2.11) that
. The vector vertex operators for 3 S 1 -state mesons are given in Ref. [8] as
where 15) and similar equations for h ′′ 0 and D ′′ . The orbital wave function is assumed to be a simple function of the kinematic invariant mass as
where Z ′ is the normalization constant (see Eq.(4.2)) and the parameter 1/β ′ determines the confinement scale. The helicity amplitude can now be rewritten aŝ
where
, whose decompositions into the 4vectors P , q and ω are given in Appendix A. Special care is taken to trace the p ′− 1 dependence, which is encoded in the functions B (m) n and C (m) n . We emphasize that only the decomposition coefficients which are combined with the 4-vector ω, namely B (m) n and C (m) n , depend on p ′− 1 and behave like (p ′− 1 ) i (p ′+ 1 ) j . For the B-functions i ≤ j, which means that there is no zero mode contribution and the value of B (m) n can be calculated unambiguously at the spectator quark pole, Eq.(2.11). For the C-functions i ≥ j +1, and the value of C (m) n is the sum of a spectator quark pole term and an unknown zero mode contribution, as we have shown in a model calculation in Ref. [8] .
Note that if the integral (2.17) is calculated at the pole of the spectator quark it is known exactly: the minus components of the internal momenta are given by Eq.(2.11), in particular p ′− 1 =p ′− 1 = P ′− − m 2 2⊥ /p + 2 , and the C-functions can be evaluated in this case. However, such a prescription misses entirely the effect of zero modes and violates rotational invariance, i.e., is not Lorentz covariant. Full covariance is restored by the zero mode terms of the C-functions.
Another prescription to fix the minus components of the constituents is used in the standard light-front formalism (and the CDKM scheme), where all quarks are put on their respective mass shells, i.e., p ′−
. This is the prescription used most often in the literature. The resulting light-front integral is known exactly, but it contains spurious contributions due to unresolved zero mode effects.
In our approach we shall not fix the value of p ′− 1 and shall use the C-functions as a convenient parametrization for the contribution of zero modes. But it is not known as yet how to calculate the contribution of the zero modes associated with a light-front integral like (2.17 ). While various model calculations [8, 9, 10, 11] have been used to investigate the role of zero modes in a light-front approach, they did not provide a practical method for a realistic phenomenology. We shall address this problem in the present work.
Consequently, the light-front integral (2.17) must be represented also in terms of the 4-vectors P , q and ω :
where we have omitted all terms proportional to q µ and ω µ , and we have used the same notation for the form factors F i regardless if they represent the approximation (2.17) or the exact helicity amplitude (2.1). The approximate helicity amplitudê G µ h ′′ h ′ consists of an ω independent part, and a part that does depend on ω and whose construction requires additional, unphysical form factors. However, this separation is not unique. For example, in writing down Eq.(2.19) we have used the identity 20) in order to absorb the contributions due to the terms proportional to
into the form factors F 2 , F 4 , H 1 and H 2 .
We have made no reference to the ε-tensor terms in Eq.(2.19) and shall treat them as unphysical contributions which can be neglected. This procedure is well justified for the longitutinal mode since the ε-tensor term vanishes for h = 0, because
For the transverse mode the decomposition into physical and unphysical contributions, resulting from the identity (2.20), is ambigious, but is consistent with the result obtained for the longitutinal mode. In particular, the relationship between the four form factors F i (q 2 ) and the plus components of the helicity amplitudesĜ + h ′′ h ′ agree exactly with Eqs.(2.4)-(2.7), which means that
where the difference between the exact and the approximate helicity amplitude is understood. Only the amplitudeĜ + 00 depends on one of the unphysical form factors in the following way:Ĝ
It is therefore not surprising that the angular condition (2.9) requires the unphysical form factor H 1 to vanish:
The determination of the light-front integrals for the form factors F i (q 2 ) is straightforward; it can be derived from the detailed decomposition of the traces (2.18), which is exhibited for the special case of an electromagnetic transition in Appendix B. Note that the expressions for F 2 (and F 4 ) contain the functions C 
1 , which means that both form factors are affected by zero modes. Only the amplitudeĜ + 00 contains admixtures of unphysical form factors, which confirms the result of Ref. [16] that the light-front analysis that uses the plus components of the helicity amplitudes, avoiding the (h ′′ , h ′ ) = (0, 0) component, is preferred for model calculations. The form factors F i derived according to this prescription agree exactly with our results. However, the zero mode problem cannot be avoided since, as noted above, the calculation that uses the vertex operators (2.13) leads to form factors that require zero mode contributions (these are related to the second term of the vertex operator).
In the CDKM scheme of Refs. [2, 18] the helicity amplitude is represented also in terms of the 4-vectors P , q and ω, and the ω-dependent contributions are separated and omitted entirely. But this approach has the same problems: a unique separation is not possible, and the form factor F 2 is in general affected by zero modes.
We shall now discuss the form factor H 1 (q 2 ) in greater detail. It can be represented in terms of the functions B (m) n and C (m) n , which have been defined in Appendix A. According to the representation used in Eq.(2.17) one finds
(2.29)
Determination of effective zero mode contributions
Obviously, the angular condition (2.23) constrains a combination of C-functions and consequently contains information on the effect of zero modes. In order to exploit this hint in more detail, we use the fact (compare for example Refs. [19, 8] ) that the light-front integral (2.10) can be derived, in principle, from an explicitly covariant, 4-dimensional momentum integral: The latter is expressed in terms of light-front variables and carried out by contour methods in the complex p ′− 1 plane. Closing the contour in the upper p ′− 1 plane (it is assumed that the vertex functions h ′ 0 and h ′′ 0 have no poles there) ensures that the momentum integral is given by the residue of the spectator quark pole, corresponding to putting quark 2 on the mass shell. The resulting residue coincides with the light-front integral (2.10) with the prescription (2.11). If the light-front integral could be completed by the associated zero mode contributions, the result would be equivalent to the original, covariant 1loop integral. We have argued that the zero modes are related to the p ′− 1 dependent terms of the traces in the representation (2.17) of the light-front integral, and we have encoded this p ′− 1 dependence in terms of C-functions. The requirement of covariance then leads to the angular condition (2.23).
However, each of the four trace terms A µ , B µ , C µ and D µ corresponds separately to a covariant, 4-dimensional structure in the sense explained above. Each individual contribution to the light-front integral (2.17) must be consistent with the requirement of covariance, which immediately leads to the conditions
which, of course, are consistent with the angular condition (2.23).
We can go further and use also the facts, that the zero mode contributions do not depend on the details of the spinor structure of the vertex operators, and that different combinations of vertex spin structures may generate the same formal decomposition (2.19) of the light-front integral. For example, we can formally replace the trace A µ ≡ A µ (V V V ), Eq.(2.18), by three different expressions:
(2.33)
Obviously, the traces A µ (AV A), A µ (V AA) and A µ (AAV ) are obtained from A µ (V V V ) by changing the signs of m 2 , m ′ 1 and m ′′ 1 , respectively, while the p ′− 1 dependent terms remain unchanged. There are corresponding consistency conditions that can be derived from
, by the analogous change of the sign of one of the quark masses. In this manner one finds that
The same procedure can be applied to the traces B µ , C µ and D µ with analoguous results (modulo an irrelevant overall change of sign). Consequently, the consistency conditions (2.29) are invariant under the change of sign of one of the quark masses in that part of the light-front integral which depends on one of the traces (2.18).
Since the functions B (m) n and C (m) n depend only on the squared quark masses, this sign invariance of the consistency condition H A 1 = 0 means, that the two terms of Eq.( 2.25) must vanish separately:
Similarly, the sign invariance of the consistency conditions H B 1 = 0 and H C 1 = 0, Eqs.(2.27), (2.28), leads to the relations:
We shall not consider the relations that can be derived from the consistency condition H D 1 = 0, but we shall assume that Consequently, the form factors F i (q 2 ) can now be predicted uniquely.
Calculation of form factors that require zero mode contributions
There is one class of form factors like the electromagnetic form factor of a pseudoscalar meson, V and A 2 for transitions between vector and pseudoscalar mesons, and the pseudoscalar coupling constant f P that are free of C-functions. These quantities are predicted unambiguously in 1-loop order by the standard light-front approach. Another class of form factors like A 1 and the vector coupling constant f V depend on C-functions. For their reliable prediction in 1-loop order the associated zero mode contribution must be known. Fortunately, there are only two combinations of C-functions, namely C and Y , which we have derived for transitions betweenvector mesons, can be used also in other processes to determine uniquely those form factors that are affected by zero modes. We shall calculate A 1 (q 2 ) and f V in this manner, and derive also the corresponding formulas in the SLF and CDKM schemes.
The axial form factor A 1 (q 2 ) for transitions between pseudoscalar and vector mesons
We shall consider the matrix element of the axial vector current A µ =q ′′ γ µ γ 5 q ′ between an initial pseudoscalar and a final vector meson state of 4-momentum, mass and helicity (P ′ , M ′ ) and (P ′′ , M ′′ , h ′′ ), respectively. Using the same notation as in Eq.(2.1) it is represented as
where the form factors defined in Eq.(3.1) are related to the convention used most frequently by
This matrix element is given in the 1-loop approximation, corresponding to the diagram of Fig.1a , as a light-front integral, which we shall denote byĜ µ
The pseudoscalar vertex operator for a 1 S 0 -state meson is [8] 
and with the vector vertex operator (2.13) the amplitudeĜ µ h ′′ can be rewritten aŝ
Using the tensor decomposition of Appendix A the traces of Eq.(3.6) can be represented aŝ
where we have used the relation (A.7). The result for the light-front integral is now given bŷ
We have again used the identity (2.20) to absorb the contribution due to the term 1 ω·P P µ ε * h ′′ · ω into the form factor f (q 2 ) and have omitted the ε-tensor term in Eq.(3.8). The form factor a + (q 2 ) is free of zero mode contributions and we copy from Ref. [19] :
where A
1 , B The unique result for the form factor f (q 2 ) is given by Eqs.(3.10)-(3.11).
In our former work [8] we have determined f (q 2 ) in the framework of an explicitly covariant model calculation, which we have emphasized not to be realistic. The difference between that result and Eqs.(3.10)-(3.11) for f (q 2 ) is given by the contribution due to the B-functions in Eq.(3.10); the latter vanishes exactly if the asymmetric vertex functions of the covariant model of Ref. [8] are used. Therefore, both results are consistent.
In the standard light-front formalism only the amplitudeĜ + h ′′ is used with the additional requirement that all quarks are on their respective mass shells, i.e., N ′ 1 , N ′′ 1 and N 2 are put equal to zero and M ′ , M ′′ are replaced by M ′ 0 , M ′′ 0 , respectively, on the right-hand-side of Eq.(3.7), but P ′+ = P ′′+ is kept unchanged. In particular, 12) and the SLF expression for the form factor f (q 2 ), denoted as f SLF (q 2 ), is
Eqs.(3.12)-(3.13) have been derived long ago in Ref. [19] by means of a different technique.
Yet another expression for f (q 2 ) is found if the amplitudeĜ µ + for on-shell quarks is used, i.e., if the longitutinal mode is avoided. We denote it by f CDKM (q 2 ) since the CDKM approach of Ref. [2] , gives the same result:
The vector decay constant f V
The vector decay constant f V is defined by the matrix element of the vector current
The matrix element can be represented in 1-loop order by a light-front momentum integral, which we shall denote asĝ µ h : 
The decomposition of the integralĝ µ h , Eq.(3.16), into 4-vectors depends on the lightfront in the following waŷ
where the term proportional to r V is spurious. We have used an identity similar to Eq.(2.20) 20) in order to remove the term proportional to P µ , which violates current conservation, and absorb its contribution into the decay constant f V . Again we neglect the εtensor term. The result for f V is
The standard procedure uses the plus component of Eq. as in Appendix A, though the limit q 2 = q · P = 0 must be taken.
The equation for f V contains a C-function and we use the consistency relation (2.39) in order to determine the value of C , can be derived from the amplitudeĝ + 0 for on-shell quarks [20] :
23)
A derivation based upon the amplitudeĝ ⊥ + , again for on-shell quarks, or that uses the approach of Ref. [2] leads to
Applications
In Refs. [17, 19, 20] we have used the standard light-front formalism to investigate electroweak properties of light and heavy mesons, and found good agreement with the experimental data. Especially the predictions obtained in Refs. [20, 21, 22] for light pseudoscalar and vector mesons, for which a large amount of precise information is available, are remarkably good. The approach of Refs. [20, 21] is based on a Gaussian model wave function, which is parametrized in terms of adjustable constants, while [22] uses a Gaussian wave function as a trial function of the variational principle for a QCD-motivated Hamiltonian. The main difference in the best fit parameters used in [20, 21, 22] was the constituent quark masses, i.e., m u = m d = m = 250 MeV, m s = 370 MeV in [20, 21] , and m = 250 MeV, m s = 480 MeV in [22] for a confining harmonic oscillator potential.
We expect that the refinements proposed in the present work will lead to only minor modifications of this general picture. Therefore, we are mainly interested in a comparison of certain quantitative predictions of our approach with those of the covariant CDKM scheme and the standard light-front formalism. For this purpose we shall use the constituent masses m = 250 MeV, m s = 370 MeV, however, it is interesting to calculate also the predictions of our formalism for the large s-quark mass m s = 480 MeV. Once the values of the constituent masses are given, the corresponding values of the wave function parameters β can be fixed by using the central values of the measured decay constants [23] Table  I . For the evaluation of the p ′ ⊥ integrals it is of advantage to change the momentum variable to p ⊥ = p ′ ⊥ − 1 2 (1 − x)q ⊥ and eliminate terms linear in p ⊥ by symmetric integration.
The form factors at q 2 = 0 are
where h 0 is given in terms of M 0 by Eq. 
This is the normalization condition for the wave function φ(M 2 0 ). The remaining form factors are
where Eq. The specific formulas in the SLF and CDKM schemes for D = M 0 + 2m differ from Eq.(4.3). In the standard light-front formalism F 2 (0) can be extracted uniquely from the amplitudesĜ + h ′′ h ′ , since the angular condition at zero-momentum transfer is fulfilled for the vector vertex operator (2.13) (e.g. Ref. [24] ). This result can be derived also from Eqs.(2.24)-(2.29) for on-shell quarks and we find
For the determination of F SLF 2 (0) we can apply the same method that we have used for the evaluation of f SLF (0). The result is
In spite of Eq.(4.5), F SLF 2 (0) contains spurious contributions related to unresolved zero mode effects.
If one uses the helicity amplitudeĜ ⊥ ++ for on-shell quarks, i.e., again avoiding the longitutinal modes, or the representation of the traces (2.18) given in Appendix B, omitting all ω-dependent terms, one finds the same expression as in the CDKM scheme of Refs. [2, 18] :
(4.7)
The form factors F i at q 2 = 0 are related to the static multipole moments of the charged vector meson by
where µ is the magnetic moment (in units of e/2M) and Q the electric quadrupole moment (in units of e/M 2 ). As a reference we shall use the natural magnetic and quadrupole moment of a composite spin-1 system which have been derived in [14] in the limit that the system becomes pointlike: µ = 2 , Q = −1 (point limit) .
(4.8)
Non-zero values for µ − 2 and F 3 (0) define the anomalous moments, dynamical contributions which are strictly due to internal structure [14] . The magnetic and quadrupole moments of the rho meson, denoted as µ ρ and Q ρ , respectively, can be calculated in the different schemes with Eqs.(4.3)-(4.7). With M ρ = 769 MeV and the quark model parameters (m, β ρ ) given in Table I , we find the results collected in Table II. this work SLF CDKM µ ρ = −F 2 (0) 1.83 2.23 2.23
-0.19 -0.005 Table 2 : Magnetic and quadrupole moments of the charged rho meson calculated in this work are compared with the results obtained in the SLF and CDKM schemes.
The anomalous quadrupole moment consists of a large contribution due to F 3 (0), which is predicted unambiguously by the standard light-front formalism, and a small contribution due to the anomalous magnetic moment µ ρ − 2, which depends upon the underlying scheme.
The SLF and CDKM values for µ ρ in Table II are consistent with the results (µ ρ = 2.26 and µ ρ = 2.35) obtained in Refs. [24] and [18] , respectively, using awave function generated by a quark potential and a quark mass m = 0.22 GeV .
The different values for the magnetic moment of the rho are particularly remarkable, and it is interesting to compare our results with previous estimates for µ ρ . The nonrelativistic SU(6) model, which neglects all interaction effects, predicts µ ρ = 2 (SU(6) value) , (4.9) in accordance with (4.8). This relation is obtained also in the formalism of hard pions with current algebra [25] , and in the framework of the Lagrangian formulation of the vector meson dominance hypothesis [26] if strong interaction is neglected [27] . Inclusion of quark confinement leads to deviations from Eq.(4.9), i.e. to an anomalous magnetic moment. In the SLF and CDKM schemes of the light-front formalism one finds µ ρ > 2, in qualitative agreement with the results derived in models based upon the QCD Dyson-Schwinger equation [28, 29] . In contrast to this picture, our light-front approach, which includes the effect of zero modes, predicts µ ρ < 2, which qualitatively agrees with estimates derived from an analysis of early SLAC and DESY data for charged ρ photoproduction [30] , and the result of a recent calculation in the framework of QCD sum rules [27] (α s -corrections are, however, neglected). We mention also an oldfashioned phenomenological approach to estimate µ ρ : The nonrelativistic SU(6) model not only predicts the magnetic moment of the rho, we write the result as µ ρ = µ, but also the rate of the radiative decay of vector mesons, for example ω → π + γ. This rate can be expressed in terms of µ as (e.g. Ref. [31] )
We have omitted the overlap integral of the product of pion and ω(ρ) wave functions, introduced by Isgur in Ref. [32] , since it is very close to 1 (if the parameters of Table  I are used). With Γ(ω → πγ) = 0.72 ± 0.04 MeV , Ref. [23] , and treating µ as a free parameter, one finds µ ρ = 1.79 ± 0.05, close to our value given in Table II . In order to gain some insight into the physical mechanism that determines the size of the magnetic moment of the rho, we shall use the toy model, which we analyzed in Ref. [8] , as a guide. Based upon a special class of meson vertex functions we have shown in [8] that there exists an exact correspondence between the explicitly covariant 4-dimensional and the light-front calculations in 1-loop order. While the vertex functions used in the approach [8] are not symmetric in the 4-momenta of the constituent quarks, and can hardly be considered a realistic approximation of thebound state, we expect that the general features of a covariant formalism are reproduced correctly.
If we use the vector vertex operator (2.13), the toy model vertex helicity amplitude is given by Eq.(2.17) with the asymmetric vertex function
where Λ is a cut-off parameter. A similar equation holds for h ′′ 0 , and we choose D ′ = D ′′ = D = M ρ + 2m. The normalization condition F 1 (0) = 1, where F 1 (0) is given by Eq.(4.1), fixes the constant Z ′ , and the toy model value, denoted by µ toy ρ , can be computed from Eq.(4.3) for F 2 (0). Note that the consistency conditions for C-functions that have been used for the derivation of the formula (4.3) are automatically fulfilled in the toy model. For the numerical calculation we use the same parameters as in Ref. [15] , m = 0.43 GeV and Λ = 1.8 GeV , and include first only the γ-term of the vector vertex operator, and second the full vertex structure of Eq.(2.13). We give the results for µ toy ρ together with those obtained in this work:
(µ toy ρ , µ thiswork ρ ) = (2.12, 2.17) (with only the first term of the vertex (2.13)) (1.79, 1.83) (with both terms of the vertex (2.13)).
Obviously, the predictions of both approaches are in qualitative agreement. This calculation indicates that the detailed structure of the vector vertex influences the size of µ ρ , and that the second term of the structure (2.13) is responsible for the result µ ρ < 2. We emphasize that the toy model is explicitly covariant and automatically includes zero mode contributions, while the method which we have presented in this work accounts for the effect of zero modes in terms of specific consistency relations. The SLF and CDKM schemes also use the full structure of the vector vertex (2.13), but ignore zero mode effects, which might be the reason for the result µ ρ > 2.
4.2
The transition V → P + π 0 .
In Ref. [17] we have investigated the pionic decays ρ + → π + π 0 , K * + → (Kπ) + and D * + → (Dπ) + , and have calculated the coupling constant g V P π 0 by means of a soft pion theorem due to Das, Mathur and Okubo [33] 
where a + (0) and f (0) are given by Eqs. (Note, that if this relation refers to g ρ + π + π 0 the factor 4 in eq.(4.10) must be replaced by the factor 2.) The rate for the decay V → P + π is given by
. It might be interesting to compare the coupling constants predicted by our method, and by the SLF and CDKM schemes, with the data, and we have collected the corresponding numerical results in Table III . The coupling constants for different charge states are related by
The decay rate Γ tot (D * + ) is given by
The pionic decay rate Γ(D * + → (Dπ) + ) can be calculated with Eq.(4.11). The (small) radiative decay rate Γ(D * + → D + γ) depends on the form factor V (0), which is free of C-functions, and for its evaluation we have used the results of Ref. [17] . Though we have not attempted to find optimal sets of parameters, the agreement of the predictions of our approach and of the SLF scheme with the data is satisfactory and within the range expected from the effect of an underlying approximate chiral symmetry. The predictions based upon the CDKM scheme are surprisingly large, which seems to indicate that the prescriptions used for the calculation of f CDKM (q 2 ) are probably too restrictive, i.e. we suspect that either the on-massshell prescription or the prescription that all ω-dependent contributions should be this work SLF CDKM experiment g ρππ 6.10 5.62 10.01 6.06 ± 0.01 [23] Table 3 : Coupling constants for V → P π decays, and the total rate for the decay of the charged D * meson. The parameters of Table I have been used. omitted, is responsible for these results. In this context it may be interesting to note that within the CDKM scheme it has been found for the deuteron electrodisintegration [34] that instantaneous contributions can be large, and for nucleon form factors [35] that ω-dependent structures can give contributions to physical form factors.
Of particular importance is the recent measurement of the total decay rate of the charged D * meson by the CLEO collaboration [36] , since the coupling constant g D * Dπ is of considerable theoretical interest and has been studied extensively in past work (an overview and a list of references can be found in [37, 38] ). The range of published values for g D * Dπ is quite large; we only mention the recent lattice QCD result g D * Dπ = 6.6±0.8 +0. 4 −0.7 [39] , which is consistent with the data (and with our value given in Table III) , and the results based upon various QCD sum rule techniques [40] (for example Ref. [41] predicts g D * Dπ = 3.7 ± 1.1), which are much smaller than the data. However, in a recent reanalysis of the D * Dπ coupling in the framework of the light-cone QCD sum rule [42] it was pointed out how agreement with the data could be attained.
It would be interesting to explore the connection between the light-front formalism and the light-cone QCD sum rule approach.
Determination of current quark masses.
The masses of the quarks in the light-front formalism are the constituent masses. Even in this framework it is possible to obtain an estimate of the current quark masses from the Ward identity for the axial current. It can be derived starting from the matrix element of the axial current between the vacuum and ameson 12) and is given by [43] −
This relation involves the current quark massesm q and is exact, except for electroweak corrections.
In analogy to Eq.(4.12) we define the coupling constant g P of the pseudoscalar density as 0|q ′′ γ 5 q ′ |P = −i √ 2g P , (4.14) and Eq.(4.13) can be rewritten as an equation for the quark masseŝ
It is not possible to measure the coupling constant g P , but the formalism presented in this work permits a reliable determination of the matrix element (4.14) in terms of constituent masses m q and wave function parameters β. Since the free parameters (m q , β) are fixed by comparison with the data, Eq.(4.15) provides an interesting phenomenological link between the current quark massesm q and experiment. The equation for the pseudoscalar decay constant f P can be found e.g. in [8] , and the matrix element (4.14) is given in the 1-loop approximation as a light-front integral; the corresponding expression for g P is 
Obviously g P is associated with zero modes. The final result for g P is
where we have used the consistency relation (2.39) in order to eliminate C
1 . Note that the on-mass-shell prescription (all quarks are on their mass shells) gives the same result for g P ; the latter has been derived in this manner in Ref. [44] .
If the integral (4.17) is evaluated with the quark model parameters of Table I Evidently only the large value of the constituent mass of the s-quark is consistent with (4.18).
Concluding remarks
We have proposed in this work a method to account for the effect of zero modes that are naturally associated with the light-front integrals that represent the matrix elements of a one-body current. In order to identify that part of the light-front integral that is influenced by zero modes, we have decomposed it in terms of the 4-vectors P , q and ω, and found that the decomposition coefficients C (m) n must be completed by (unknown) zero mode contributions. Fortunately there are only two combinations of C-functions, namely C The correctness of this procedure is tested by the phenomenological success of the derived form factors. In practical applications it appears that the predictions of the SLF approach and the covariant extension proposed in this work are usually very similar, i.e., the good agreement with the data found in the SLF framework is confirmed. However, there are problems like the q 2 dependence of the electromagnetic form factors of vector mesons, or the details of the magnetic moment of the rho that can be treated only by the refined formalism.
Based upon rules, similar to those established formesons, it should be possible to determine also zero-mode-affected form factors ofbaryons. For example, it is remarkable that the charge form factor of the proton is free of C-functions, but its magnetic form factor depends on C-functions in terms of expressions corresponding to C 
A Appendix: Decomposition of tensors
In order to treat the Lorentz structure of a hadronic matrix element the authors of Ref. [2] have developed a method to identify and separate spurious contributions and to determine the physical part of the hadronic matrix element. We have developed an essentially different technique in Ref. [8] to deal with this problem. It is based on the decomposition of 4-tensors with regard to P , q and ω; we shall copy the respective formulas which we shall need in the present work from Ref. [8] .
The integrand of a light-front integral, like Eq.(2.17), depends on the tensors
Let us start with the 4-vector p ′ 1µ whose decomposition is inferred from symmetry considerations to be
where R ′ and S ′′ are functions of M ′ 0 and M ′′ 0 , respectively. An equation like (A.1) will be written in the following as a relation between integrands as
The coefficients in (A.1) and (A.2) are given by
Note that only the coefficient which is combined with ω µ , namely C
1 , depends on p ′− 1 .
We shall need also the tensor decomposition
Since the zero mode term of xN 2 vanishes we find the following relation:
and there are no zero-mode contributions associated with B
1 , which is therefore given by its value at the spectator quark pole:
For the practical applications considered in this work we shall need also the decomposition of the following tensor product
(A.9)
The coefficients are given by
1 , A 
2 A
2 , A 
1 .
(A.10)
We do not require the coefficient C are not associated with zero-mode contributions and are given by their values at the spectator quark pole:
(A.12)
Useful relations can be derived from the tensor decompositions (A.5) and (A.9): In the same manner we find
3 + 6C
2 − (q 2 + q · P )C 
1 Z 2 + P 2 − (q · P ) 2 q 2 A
1 A 
2 )q · P
3 − 4Y + 4m 2 C (1) 1 
1 )
1 )(q 2 − 2xM ′′2 + 2xM ′′2 0 − q · P ) + 1 ω · P (ε * h ′′ · P )(ε h ′ · ω) P µ 2m 16B
1 + 16B
2 − 16B
1 + 2C
(1) 1
1 − 16B where we have used the relation (A.7) and Y is given by Eq.(2.26). The trace D µ contains higher order momentum contributions which we have not analyzed in detail, but those contributions that are required for the computation of the form factors F 1 (q 2 ), F 2 (q 2 ) and F 3 (q 2 ) are unambiguously determined by our approach.
